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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

Isn't it amazing that just when you thought you had a fantastic Solstice year (2006/7), along comes the next one to top it?! During the past year we celebrated the breaking of all fund-raising records followed by a very satisfying spending spree. With some unspent funds from the previous year, and a record-breaking auction at the annual ball of R579 000 the Solstice Foundation has been able to donate generously to its beneficiary, SEED, and has 'adopted' two new significant beneficiaries in the Ruth First Educare, Philippi and the New Life Pre-primary project in Elsies River. We have also consolidated our involvement in previous beneficiaries with further donations to Baphumelele and Wilge.

Although no golf day was held in 2007, we managed to squeeze one in to the financial year on 29 February 2008. With very generous sponsorship from VW Audi Claremont and the Really Great Brand Company we raised a significant R56 000 which was immediately pledged to various sports activities.

We were very excited to link up with Supersport's Let's Play who agreed to film a Solstice sponsored clinic. We decided to hold a cricket clinic at Nyanga Cricket Club where we have been involved for a few year's now. Our aim was not so much to brag about our achievements but rather to encourage others to contribute to the upgrading of township sports facilities and clinics. We used funds raised at the Golf Day to sponsor the clinic and look forward to seeing it on TV in the near future.

All in all 2007/2008 has proven to be an exceptional year:

· Highest funds generated at the Annual Ball

· Highest funds generated at the Golf Day

· First year of sponsorship for the Golf Day

· First TV marketing through Supersport's Let's Play mini-documentary

We continue to be stretched a little thin on the committee and would encourage anyone who feels they could contribute in any more meaningful way to approach a committee member and become involved. We realise over and over that while we are "Brightening Lives" our own lives are becoming so much brighter!
UCS Solutions continues to host us in its offices for our monthly meetings, and our thanks once again are extended to UCS.

One of our main aims for the coming year is to get our website up and running again. We have decided that the most effective way for the Solstice Foundation to communicate with its broader membership base is through regular updates on a website. The site will also display the many pictures we have that show-off our involvement in our many worthwhile beneficiaries. We thank James Barty for offering to host the site through the King-James service provider.

EXEC. COMMITTEE

The committee has met 10 times during the year under review. Minutes of these meetings are available on request.

We welcomed new committee members Jo Bell and Liesel Dower this year. 

The 2007/8 committee comprised:

Amanda Reekie, Brad Heath, David Burton, Gwyn Burton, Jo Bell, Jo Fuller, Kathy Leslie, Michelle Groenewald, Nicky Burton, Liesel Dower, Ross Norton.

Resignations have been received from Liesel Dower and Michelle Groenewald. Liesel has found that life with four children has left little room for other activities. Michelle is moving to Stellenbosch – she has been an invaluable member of the committee for four years and we shall miss her enthusiasm and quiet 'getting on with the job' approach to Solstice activities!

PROJECTS

SEED – Schools Environmental Education and Development

The Solstice Foundation has committed to provide funding in the sum of R109 000 to the Seed Project and, more specifically, to cover the costs of putting one Cape Flats school onto “The Organic Classroom Program” over a period of two years.

This program entails the introduction of the concept of “Permaculture” to teachers and their pupils at the selected school. Seed staff will work with selected staff at the school to design a Permaculture program taking into account the school’s individual capacity, infrastructure, needs and environment.

An extract from their latest newsletter reads as follows:

“With global warming pretty much accepted as fact, we really need to look at changing the way we live. The world, its weather and its landscapes will not survive if we do not. The Organic Classroom, which launches in January 2008, addresses this issue through teaching and sustainable livelihoods, planting over 200 trees per school and all onground work supports the delivery of Outcomes Based Education.

The program works with schools for three years and exits them with a Sustainable Permaculture for food security and a teaching resource and a garden-based entrepreneurial project that employs one community member. The Organic Classroom project works cumulatively and thus makes significant changes to peoples lives and the planet.

The benefits of the Organic program are:

· Gardens are living learning laboratories for the delivery of Outcomes Based Education. Permaculture food gardens provide nutritious food for school children (1.5 mil children age 1-9 suffer from malnutrition).

· School environments where waste is managed, water is conserved and soil is enriched are cleaner and healthier.

· Gardening as a metaphor for social change, learners realize the potential they have to affect their environments.

· Fresh, organic food increases awareness of the positive impact of good nutrition on health, especially with regard to HIV/AIDS.

· The gardens have led to a range of additional outreach projects like teaching other schools, parents and community members how to develop their own Permaculture food gardens.

· Garden-based entrepreneurial projects employ community members and ensure the sustainability of the garden.”

Our involvement started with the 2008 school year and we are expecting to receive our first half-yearly report around the middle of the year. We have been impressed with the commitment, innovation and enthusiasm of everyone involved with Seed and are encouraged by their solid organizational structure and professionalism.

Ruth First Educare Centre, Philippi

This year we were introduced to the Ruth First Educare Centre at Philippi by Karin Brückner who was told about The Solstice Foundation by Dee Boehner of "From the Children, To the Children". Karin had 'adopted' principal Rina Quanga and her organisation, and has invested in the project generously; financially and in kind, as project co-ordinator. The Solstice Foundation agreed to pay for a much needed perimeter fence and a few sundry maintenance requirements. Rina, fortunately, has a very good relationship with her neighbours and two 'shacks' were even relocated in order to secure the maximum parcel of land within the new fence. 

Through her own initiative Karin has managed to obtain a containerised classroom, wooden jungle gym, paving, a shaded awning and many other classroom upgrades and toys. She also managed to get an old container upgraded and converted into a kitchen.

Kathy Leslie attended the annual Christmas party where each child received a very generous parcel donated through  "From the Children, To the Children".

We shall continue to support Ruth First, and have pledged a further R90 000 for a second classroom. Karin and Rina are hoping to get commitment from the City with respect to a long lease on the land, in which case our funds will go towards a 'bricks and mortar' classroom rather than another containerised facility. All in all it has been very satisfying working with Karin who is so dedicated to Ruth First and its success as an Educare centre.

Sports Initiatives

The Solstice Foundation continues to be involved in the Nyanga Sports Club and still supports the resident coach, Mark Keobane. Late in 2007, a decision was taken to raise the profile of the work that we have done to date at Nyanga. To this end, we made contact with Let’s Play, part of the SuperSport channel. Let’s Play were excited by the work that The Solstice Foundation was doing and agreed to send a cameraman to showcase how the grounds are being used. We also wanted to put a message out to other potential funders that with relatively little financial input, such a huge difference can be made to a sports club in the townships where kids are in dire need of after-school activities. In addition, sponsored sports clinics, at a cost of less than R10 000 for an afternoon of cricket for 230 kids, are such incredibly worthwhile interventions.  

We pledged all funds raised at the annual Golf Day to sports initiatives, and were able to use these funds to cover the costs of the Nyanga cricket clinic. The balance of the funds has been donated to Sporting Chance to use as it sees fit, with ongoing communication with Solstice.

Our cricket clinic will be reported on in our next Annual Report, but please be on the lookout for the screening on Let's Play, during May 2008.

We also took the decision this year to donate R50 000 to sports activities and initiatives on an annual basis (funds permitting). This includes the salary of Mark Keobane, but the balance has been donated to Sporting Chance to spend as seen fit on worthy causes.

New Life (Holy Trinity) Pre-Primary, Elsies River

During the year Brad Heath was contacted by Hansie Elcock of the Holy Trinity Church in Pinelands. She told him about the New Life Pre-primary School in Elsies River that she and her husband have been supporting with the backing of the Holy Trinity Church. Hansie and co' had already put so much into developing a Grade R classroom at the school and were concerned about the awful tarred playground. She approached Brad, who passed the story on to the committee. Without hesitation we pledged R50 000 to the school to develop a playground suitable for Grade R pupils with jungle gym, paving, sand pit, water area and general landscaping where they can play safely, and can be challenged in gross motor activities and tactile experiences, as any child of 6 years should be. They also improved some of the indoor play areas with new cupboards and a revamped dolls corner. 

Hansie used the remainder of the funds to convert an old classroom to enable the teaching of Afrikaans and English children separately, which makes learning so much easier for the kids.

We are looking forward to visiting Holy Trinity Pre-primary soon to meet the kids, and Hansie.

KiDS (Kilbride, de Beer – Smit Foundation)
Our support of KiDS, since 2004, continues to be extremely satisfactory and rewarding. The KiDS Foundation was established in 1994 to provide excellent education opportunities to South African children in financial need.  Over the past few years we have sponsored between two and five scholars, and in 2007 we added four new scholars to our 'team' and committed to support them  through their high school years' until they matriculate:  Mabhuti Mkoko, ( Grade 11, Bishops), Brian Ndamandama (Grade 10, Wynberg Boys' High), Phiwe Ntlabathi (Grade 8, Sans Souci Girls' High School), Buyelwa Xundu, (Grade 10, Wynberg Girls' High), and Edmara Sylvestre, (Grade 11, Pinelands High School) all succeeded and were promoted to the next grade.  Each of them achieved personal victories during their year, be it on the sports field, in their academic progress, in leadership, or in overcoming difficult home circumstances.  We congratulate them all on their achievements, and wish them well in 2008, especially Mabhuti, and Edmara who will be completing their Matric year.

At the Ball this year we were fortunate to be able to involve some of the KiDS' ex-scholars in our activities, in that these students kindly assisted us with the selling of raffle tickets.   

We keep in close contact with Tessa Smit, from KiDS, regarding the scholars' progress. In June, we were able to meet with them, informally at Kelvin Grove. What struck us was the confidence and mature outlook of these kids, with a healthy banter of teasing and joking amongst them. Tessa's report-backs on their progress are much appreciated and it is heartening to know that they are doing well, and being mentored by such an amazing team at KiDS. 
Bulelani Ku Yehova Day Care Centre, Langa

Maria Stungu was a night nurse for many years, which is where she met past committee member Mandi Dicks. Maria's love of children led her to open her own crèche, Bulelani Ku Yehova, and, through Mandi, she approached Solstice for help with her rudimentary set-up in Joe Slovo settlement, Langa. Maria knew that she soon would be relocated to Delft with the rest of the Joe Slovo inhabitants, so her needs were very short term, with the idea that she may approach the Solstice Foundation in the future for further assistance once she was in more permanent premises. 

Maria had a very well organised shack with four rooms to house and feed the children in her care. We assisted her with R5000 for urgent maintenance (including some extremely dangerous electrical connections), tables, chairs, art materials and a heater. Once she moved to Delft, into temporary non-electrified premises we added the balance of items including a cupboard for school bags.

We look forward to hearing further from Maria once she is moved to her permanent residence.

Indawo Yentsikelelo Creche and After-Care Youth Project, Nyanga
Our involvement in this project, spanning five years', has had a number of ups and downs; fortunately the ups have always massively outweighed the downs. However, the past year has been particularly difficult with the very sad loss of Muriel Hollow's husband Joel Hollow who died in July following the discovery of advanced cancer. This was devastating news as really he was the rock that supported Muriel so strongly in the background, constantly; aside from the remarkable man he was too, with such a calm manner. 

A number of Solstice committee members attended various stages of his day-long funeral; an amazing event attended literally by hundreds of 'supporters' from the community, all bussed to his burial site in Philippi. This was followed by the serving of lunch for all back at Muriel and Joel's house. Muriel took his passing very hard and spent many months only partially involved at Indawo.

Unfortunately during this time her relationship with fellow director, Florian Krämer, deteriorated and it became clear that the two of them could no longer work together. In February, Kathy Leslie met with two of the German funders that are responsible for the financial support of Indawo and it was agreed that a succession plan would be put in place for Florian, and that they would continue to support Indawo financially. They did request an urgent audit of the past few years' books – something Solstice had been trying to accomplish for a while. The books have now been handed to a bookkeeper to get them into an auditable state. We continue to work closely with both Muriel and Florian and are monitoring progress.

As said, there are ups and downs, and in spite of the downs, we can celebrate the handing over of an extension to the property on which Indawo is located by the City of Cape Town. Muriel has been trying to secure this land for years but continuously has had to deal with broken promises from City officials and councilors, and intimidation from those living on the land in question. The perimeter fence is due to be extended to include this extension.

Another long awaited matter is that of registration with the Department for Social Development. Progress is slow but registration appears to be in sight at last.

We shall continue to monitor progress at Indawo, and will assist in identifying a new manager to take over from Florian. We also continue to co-ordinate the Woolworths Belvedere food deliveries on Saturdays, meeting Muriel's son Brian to hand over the 'charity' food.

Wilge Special Care Day Care Centre
Wilge Special Care Day Care Center, for disabled children, run by the Orion Organization, in Atlantis was our beneficiary in 2004, and we have continued to support it in various ways since then. During the past year Solstice has assisted Wilge in the financing of one of the much-needed therapists that work with the children on a daily basis and are vital to the development of the children at the Centre. Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists and Speech Therapists, amongst others, are needed daily, yet funding for the therapists is always difficult to secure and therefore erratic.  This means that the Centre does not have constant support from therapists to work with the children.

In trying to solve part of this problem in the long term, we have started to investigate the possibility of identifying a promising Grade 12 student from Atlantis, or the surrounding communities, and then sponsoring his or her studies in a relevant therapy.  In return for the funding, the student would have to commit to return to Atlantis and to work at Wilge as a therapist, in a part- or full-time capacity.  In so doing the Solstice Foundation would be initiating a bursary scheme, which may be extended into other areas in the future.  We are now in the process of undertaking a costs analysis for the relevant degrees at Universities in the Western Cape. Much discussion with key players in the community, still needs to take place.  

Baphumelele Childrens’ Home & Refuge
Although financially The Solstice Foundation has not been involved in Baphumelele during the past year, we continue to have contact with Rosie Mashale and the kids at Baphumelele. Ross Norton visits Rosie regularly and reports back the amazing progress that has been made. 

We were very proud to be involved in the formal opening of the Laundry House that we helped to fund from our monies raised in 2005. On a cold and wet day in May we joined the directors, Rosie and the local church choir in celebrating the new building. A plaque has been put up to acknowledge our, and other donor, contributions.

Baphumelele is also a recipient of funds from the Elton John Foundation and has built a very well supported and successful hospice facility with these donations. Rosie has approached Solstice to assist her in funding a second hospice, which we are very pleased to be able to do. We have dedicated R400 000 of our excess funds to be spent on the hospice in the coming year. Rosie has assured us that she will be able to secure the other half of the total cost, and we know that she will manage this!

We continue to be amazed at what Rosie and her team has done in the short while we have known them. They are an example to us all, and a true beacon in Khayelitsha.

NOAH – Neighbourhood Old Age Homes

Noah's home for the elderly in Khayelitsha, Nonkululeko, was selected as our main beneficiary in 2006.  Our involvement there has tapered off for now with some showers installed and tiling done in the bathrooms this year. 

FUNDRAISING AND OTHER EVENTS

The Solstice Ball – 25 August 2007
There is something about the Annual Solstice Ball that brings out the best in people! This being our 6th Ball we have developed a reputation for a grand event and a festive evening where dancing continues well past midnight and the DJ is begged to keep playing for the die-hard party-goers.

Our first venue change in four year's saw the ball held at Pigalle Restaurant in Green Point which has the perfect décor and setting for our theme, "Glitterati". Thanks again to the huge effort from Jo Fuller, family, friends and the committee, the restaurant was enhanced with glitter and glass for the evening. The guests ball gowns lived up to the theme spectacularly!

We were a bit concerned that the venue size would compromise our fund-raising abilities but we should not have doubted our loyal supporters! Although there were about 250 people at the ball (about 100 less than the previous years), the auction managed to smash all records, and with the help of the Mike Campbell Band we had a fantastic party at the same time! 

We must also thank our speaker, well known journalist and author, Shaun Johnson, who flew in from the USA just in time to address the guests. 

We raised R452 000 by auctioning a wide range of very exciting items such as a Formula One racing experience, a week's skiing in Whistler, Canada, contemporary art works and beautiful platinum jewelry. Jonathan Smiedt, our very loyal and energetic auctioneer, managed to conduct an auction par excellence and even succeeded in enticing one very generous supporter to match 25% of the evening's auction tally in cash! 

Our KiDS scholars helped to sell raffle tickets raising over R R18 620, also our highest ever raffle takings. 

Overall we raised R574 747.47!! (must be a lucky number!)

The 5th Annual Solstice Golf Day – 29 February 2008
The 2008 Annual Solstice Golf Day succeeded in raising a record R56 000!!

The event was held on the afternoon of Friday 29 Feb at Mowbray Golf Club.  A “shotgun start” allowed a full field of players to start simultaneously from the various tees which was agreed by all to be a much improved format, and one that we'll definitely repeat. The golf was a close contest, that saw Mike Elliott, Ricky Carter-Johnson, Kobus Douglas and Lester Serebo emerge as the victorious four-ball winning the “Ingouville Cup”.  Congratulations!!

We were most fortunate to have secured joint title sponsors this year and we would like to thank Pug Roux from ‘VW Claremont & Audi Claremont’ and Mike Minkley from ‘The Really Great Brand Company (Moet en Chandon)’ for their generous contributions. Their sponsorship ensured that all our hard costs were covered.  Thus, 100% of funds received from the players went to our supported charities.

Our title sponsors contributed greatly to the atmosphere of the day. The exciting new Audi R8 included in the fleet of cars on display in front of the clubhouse, together with three gorgeous Moet en Chandon promoters generated much interest. Complimentary Moet en Chandon at the finish got everyone in a festive spirit for prize giving and the raffle draw.  

We would like to express our gratitude to all those who donated prizes for the golfers and the raffle.  We had a diverse selection of prizes ranging from chiropractic pillows for those who played the most golf (rest a few of those tired muscles), to recipe books, ‘George Forman’ lean fat grill machines, label makers, restaurant and club vouchers, magazine subscriptions, condiment hampers, as well as the always welcome golf umbrellas, kit bags, balls, alcohol and wine. Thank you to all our contributors.  Our raffle prizes comprised three different weekends away at a Game Lodge, Hotel and Self Catering accommodation respectively. Thanks to Legend Hotels and Safaris, Lagoon Beach Hotel and Piers and Marie Sibson. 

The total amount of R56 000 was raised from four-ball fees, sponsorship of holes and raffle sales. These proceeds have been used to sponsor a ‘Sporting Chance’ cricket clinic at the Nyanga Cricket Club (to be featured on Supersport “Let’s Play” in May 2008), and a hockey clinic in Langa. Sporting Chance has been donated the balance of funds to spend on worthy causes, in discussion with Solstice.

Thanks to all the golfers for so generously contributing to the Solstice golf day.  We hope you had a fun day and hope to see you next year.  Finally, a very special thanks must go to ardent Solstice supporters, Beth Barty and Trisha MacKenzie who organized, arranged, co-ordinated, communicated, checked and double-checked all the necessary steps in the golf day to ensure that it was a great success and a much enjoyed afternoon by all!

FINANCES
This Foundation’s Financial affairs are managed by Nicky Burton. In the year under review, we expended just over R366 000.00 on our various projects and were left with a large excess of expenditure over income of approximately R320 000. Although this may indicate a lack of expenditure, we have committed all of these funds, and more, to our beneficiaries. For example, in the coming year we will be spending R400 000 on a hospice facility at Baphumelele and R90 000 on classroom and facility upgrades at Ruth First Educare.

The Statement of Income and Expenditure can be found overleaf:

	The Solstice Foundation
	

	Statement of Income and Expenditure
	

	1 March 2007 to 29 February 2008
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Donations received
	
	
	
	     18,820.00 
	

	
	monthly and ad hoc
	
	
	     18,820.00 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Interest earned
	
	
	
	     37,682.81 
	

	Net profit from fund raising events
	
	
	   630,599.47 
	

	Ball
	
	
	
	
	   574,747.47 
	

	Ticket sales 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	   144,000.00 
	

	Raffle
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     18,620.00 
	

	 Auction 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	   579,750.00 
	

	Costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	   167,622.53 
	

	Golf Day
	
	
	
	
	     55,852.00 
	

	4-Ball sales
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     69,000.00 
	

	Raffle proceeds
	 
	 
	 
	       6,050.00 
	

	Costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     19,198.00 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total income
	 
	 
	 
	   687,102.28 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Indawo
	
	
	
	
	       5,248.00 
	

	New Life Preprimary
	
	
	
	     49,175.45 
	

	Kids Foundation
	
	
	
	     66,747.00 
	

	Wilge Project
	
	
	
	
	     25,000.00 
	

	Sports Projects
	
	
	
	     76,264.80 
	

	Ruth First
	
	
	
	
	     52,147.86 
	

	Baphumelele
	
	
	
	
	          450.30 
	

	NOAH
	
	
	
	
	     16,609.66 
	

	Buleleni Ku Yehova
	
	
	
	       3,614.21 
	

	SEED
	
	
	
	
	     69,860.00 
	

	Bank charges
	
	
	
	
	       1,233.04 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	   366,350.32 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Excess of income over expenditure
	 
	 
	   320,751.96 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing bank balances 29/2/08
	
	
	   710,007.50 
	


FUTURE ACTIVITIES
· Our Seventh Annual Solstice Ball is to be held on Saturday 23rd August 2008 at a venue to be announced shortly.

· As was the case last year, with the Ball in the second half of the year, we shall be holding our Golf Day early in 2009.

CONTACT DETAILS
P O Box 50333, Waterfront, 8002

Telefax: (27) (21) 689 5380

Email: wleslie@iafrica.com
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