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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
In 2011, The Solstice Foundation enjoys its 9th anniversary with another year of maturation that has seen much realignment of the direction needed for the achievement of its founding goals of 2002. Much evaluation and fruitful discussion this year has resulted in a focused direction that will guide Solstice into the end of its first decade and beyond.

Solstice has grown very much since its conception and, although we seek to assist wherever possible, it is as important as ever that our assistance be effective and sustainable. It is therefore of greatest priority that current beneficiaries’ needs are met before undertaking new beneficiaries. Additionally it is less crucial that corporate funding and permanent employees be obtained in order for Solstice to remain a purely voluntary and personal charity Foundation.
Many of these changes have been adaptive to a reduced committee size for 2010, with some former members consolidating their support to specific areas that can be managed from outside the committee. We thank all former committee members for the care and leadership they have imparted to Solstice as well as their continued support.
The Solstice Ball was very successful on its return from its absence last year. “A Black & White Ball” was the theme amid the excitement of the Soccer World Cup, and the guests were treated to musical entertainment, a guest speaker and dinner while the auction raised funds for the primary beneficiary, The Goedgedacht Farm and secondarily for Operation Smile, South Africa.
The annual Golf Day was a remarkable day of good sport, prizes, raffles and long-lasting memories. All of its participants and particularly the many “Friends of Solstice” made the day a success for the Solstice Foundation sport beneficiaries: Sporting Chance and The Busy Bees Rugby Football Club who will put the monies raised to good use.
Using the resources Solstice has available and the generosity shown at the above fund-raising events, many of Solstice’s beneficiaries’ needs could be met. In 2010 these were: Holy Cross Children’s Home, Goedgedacht Farm, the KiDS Foundation, Baphumelele Respite Centre, Operation Smile, South Africa, Sporting Chance, The Busy Bees Rugby Football Club, and our UWC bursary student, as well as continued support for the Indawo Yentsikelelo Creche and After-Care Youth Project.
The “Friends of Solstice” group has remained at modest numbers but it is encouraging that such a response was enjoyed at the 2011 Golf Day. It should be an aim for the coming year to attempt to grow awareness and interest in helping to become an active contributor to the Solstice Foundation. 

Finally, some exciting future activities lie ahead with possible development of a half-way house for the Baphumelele children who reach eighteen years of age and can no longer stay at the orphanage. Also a future partnership with SERI (Science Education Resource Initiative) may develop for secondary school students in need of preparation for tertiary education by emphasizing the importance of Maths and Science. Then there may be expansion of the UWC bursary that has been showing such effect to a second student. Lastly, the 2011 Solstice Ball is anticipated to be the 30th of July at the Rotunda at the Bay Hotel.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Changes to the committee from that of the 2009/10 period include the resignation of Brad Heath, with Amanda Reekie and Ross Norton taking leave from the committee for an indefinite period. Jo Fuller stepped down from the committee and has focused on supporting the organization of the Ball as has Dick Wood who likewise has focused on the organization of the Golf Day. Gwenhwyfar Burton handed over Chairperson responsibilities to Jo Bell.
The committee has met 9 times during the year under review. Minutes of these meetings are available on request.
The 2010/11 committee comprised:

David Burton, Gwenhwyfar Burton, Jo Bell (Chair), Kathy Leslie (Secretary), Nicky Burton, Graham Reynolds (Treasurer)
PROJECTS

Holy Cross Children’s Home

Holy Cross is a home to 105 children who have been neglected in their home environment, and been removed from these often abusive environments and placed at Holy Cross by the Department of Social Services.  The children range in age from 2 years to 18 years, and are cared for by the Catholic sisters and other caregivers.  They sleep in dormitories of approximately 18 children. During the day, they attend various schools depending on their needs and, where possible, are reintegrated into their communities. 

As beneficiaries of the 2008 Solstice Ball and a generous donation from John and Fiona Biccard, the Holy Cross Children's Home has received numerous renovations to dormitories and bathrooms. The balance of these funds were used this year to put three 2009 matriculants, from Holy Cross, through a panel beating course.  This fantastic opportunity allowed these young Matriculants to expand their skill-set and give them an opening into the working-world that lies ahead of them.
Goedgedacht
Goedgedacht Trust was set up in 1993 with the donation of the beautiful 1704 Cape Dutch farm called Goedgedacht. The intention of the trustees was to set up a community development resource centre in the Riebeeksrivier valley with a view to responding to issues of poverty as experienced by the rural farm workers - hence the birth of Goedgedacht Farm.
Since 1993 the Trust has responded to a wide range of issues and its flagship programme is called The Path out of Poverty Programme (POP) for the children of farm workers.  This is an integrated, holistic, long term development programme for children, which has now been in operation for 12 years.  The programme has done much to reduce the school dropout rate, reduce the number of early teenage pregnancies and equip young people for work.  These positive results have challenged Goedgedacht to see whether they have a model programme which might be replicable in other rural areas where children are growing up in poverty without hope for the future.
The POP programme starts before the child is born and continues into early adulthood, a period of twenty years or more. It is imperative therefore for the programme to be sustainable over the long term and to this end, the Trustees have come up with a number of income producing projects on the Farm.

One of these programmes is the planting of an olive peace grove and the production and distribution of olive oil. Until 2010, Goedgedacht struggled with ancient, second hand or cheap poor quality equipment which was constantly in need of repair. With the proceeds of our 2010 Annual Solstice Ball, Goedgedacht was able to purchase a brand new International Harvester, 75 horsepower, four-wheel drive, CASE tractor to work in their olive groves. So now their olive oil production can grow from strength to strength and we hope you will look out for and purchase their olive oil and salad dressings at Pick ‘n Pay.
KiDS (Kilbride, de Beer – Smit Foundation)

The KiDS Foundation was established in 1994 to provide excellent education opportunities to South African children in financial need.  Over the past few years we have sponsored between two and five scholars per year, and in 2007 we added four new scholars to our 'team' and committed to support them through their high school years until they matriculated.  

During 2010, we supported 5 scholars, from 3 different Cape Town High Schools all of whom were promoted into their next year of study.  Congratulations to Nangamso Ngcebetsha of Good Hope Seminary, Lauren Leukes, Immaculata High and Phiwe Ntlabathi of Sans Souci Girls' High, who passed their exams at the end of 2010.  Nangamso and Lauren are now in Grade 11 and Phiwe, in matric, and these 3 students will continue to be supported by Solstice until they matriculate. 
Donna Makaluza (Immaculata High) and Estrelza Bosman, (Good Hope Seminary), both matriculated in 2010. Donna is presently studying Medical Technology at UCT, whilst Estrelza, is at UWC, where she was accepted to do a Bachelor of Education.  

UWC Bursary
At the end of 2009 the Solstice Foundation awarded a bursary to Laura de Wet, a matriculant from Atlantis Secondary School, to study towards a Physiotherapy degree at UWC.  This initiative was a result of our relationship with the Wilge Special Care Day Care Centre, part of The Orion Organization, in Atlantis, where therapists are desperately needed to care for the disabled children who attend the Centre every day.  We established the bursary for a student to study towards a degree in the Human Sciences with an emphasis on Occupational, or Speech therapy or Physiotherapy whereby, once qualified the student would return to Wilge to work.

Laura has, to date, been a star student.  She has worked hard and was rewarded last year, not only by successfully passing her 1st year of studies, but by excelling in them. For achieving results in the top 15% of her faculty in her first year Laura was selected to be part of the prestigious Golden Key Honour Society. She has also shown commitment to the Wilge Special Care Day Care Centre in organizing to observe and assist at the Centre during the University holidays and thus gain valuable experience. 

We are very proud of Laura and hope to select more students to follow in her footsteps in the future.      

Baphumelele Respite Care Centre

Baphumelele Respite Care Centre/ Step-Down Centre intends to offer a respite care facility for residents of Khayelitsha and its surroundings by providing temporary shelter, for young adults, who are chronically ill and helps them to become agents of change within their community. It does this by offering palliative care for adults with HIV/AIDS and/or TB and who are in need of Respite Care for a short-medium term period. Additionally the Centre holistically focuses on providing: life-style counselling, a supportive environment in which to educate about HIV/AIDS and eradicate stigma, help with attaining disability grants, skills to enable individuals to be productive advocates of change within their communities, support in home-building and food parcels for discharge, referrals when necessary.
Solstice has in 2010 continued to support the building of the new centre of operations. The new centre will be suitably large venue for support groups, occupational therapy for the patients as well as complementary therapies such as hairdressing. An office within it would also become a much-needed base for the Hospice in the Home project which currently must work from an overcrowded older building. The other room will also be used as counselling room by the clinical staff as there is very limited space in the Respite Centre to conduct family counselling sessions. The new centre will help to build on the work of these different projects of Baphumelele and to make them more effective.

Operation Smile: South Africa
Operation Smile, South Africa was one of the beneficiaries of our 2010 ball and is part of the global organization, Operation Smile, a non-profit organization which provides reconstructive facial surgery for cleft palates and other facial deformities of children and young adults in South Africa. These children are often unable to eat, speak, socialize or smile and may be shunned and rejected. In many cases, their parents cannot afford to give them the surgeries they need to live a normal life.
The Solstice Foundation donated R75,000 in 2010 to Operation Smile and with this we hope to be contributing to a visual and tangible change in society.
Indawo Yentsikelelo Creche and After-Care Youth Project, Nyanga

Our financial support of Indawo Yentsikelelo came to an end during 2010, although our on-the-ground support carries on intermittently. Director, Muriel Hollow, continues to forge ahead in trying to secure additional funding and maintain the facilities in spite of a number of break-ins and ongoing disputes with a few unsupportive neighbours. Indawo Yentsikelelo continues to receive a Social Development subsidy as well as fees paid by some of the children attending the crèche. The food garden is developing well with a handful of local men volunteering to help with weeding and watering. Muriel also continues to run a soup kitchen from her centre for the neighbouring community. Muriel’s attempts to secure external funding have been unsuccessful partly due to the centre not being up to date in SARS or NPO requirements. The Solstice Foundation has been helping Muriel to become tax-compliant and to meet the NPO commitments; a process that is ongoing. Solstice will continue to watch over Indawo and assist Muriel and her team where possible.

Sports Initiatives
Sporting Chance Sports Clinics

The Solstice Foundation continues to support sports initiatives from funds raised at our annual Solstice Golf Day. Following the 2009 Golf Day held in September of that year, we decided that it was preferable to hold the fundraiser in the first quarter of the year. This meant that the next Golf Day was held in February 2011. Once again funds raised at the Golf Day will be donated to The Sporting Chance Foundation with whom we have built up a cooperative relationship over the years. Via the Sporting Chance Foundation, the Solstice Foundation has donated funds for sports clinics. In 2010, funds remaining from the previous years’ Golf Days were used to operate a further seven soccer clinics in the first half of the year, amidst the build-up to the Soccer World Cup Finals. 

Busy Bees Rugby Football Club
In another sporting initiative we have set aside funds from the year to assist with transport requirements for the Busy Bees Rugby Football Club during the 2010 rugby season. This sports club was founded in District Six in 1923 and is the oldest Black rugby club. They moved to Langa in 1937 where they are based today and children ranging from the under 8 to under 19 age-groups come from the area to train twice weekly during the rugby season. Alfred Kewana is the head-coach of the club and under his guidance they boast even Craven-week Provincial players.
The under 16 Busy Bees team is a very successful team that was in need of transport in order to get to their matches within the A3 youth club league in which they play. This year, with Solstice taking care of the transport, this team could take care of the rugby and they won seven of the ten matches they played. They also were supported in their participation in a Canal Walk Rugby Day at Newlands.
Rugby is an opportunity that these children deserve to enjoy and it allows them a positive outlet for their energy. Much can be said of the good that Coach Kewana has done for his community and it has recently been recognised with his appointment as WP Women’s Rugby Selector for 2011.
The Busy Bees Rugby Football Club has maintained contact with the Solstice Foundation following our sponsoring of their transport needs, keeping us up to date on achievements and activities. We have decided to continue our sponsorship of their transport and wish them another great year of rugby.

FUNDRAISING AND OTHER EVENTS

The Solstice Ball 2010
The year of the World Cup dawned, and in support of this event the theme for the 2010 ball was:  “A Black & White Ball”, which was held at the Westin Grand Cape Town Arabella Quays, on Saturday, the 15th May.  Each table was allocated a country taking part in the World Cup, and the guests could either dress in the country’s colours or traditional dress, soccer attire or in black & white.   This resulted in a very colourful display and added a touch of fun to the event!  Mike Campbell’s Big Band provided the music.

The guests were ushered into the Banqueting hall by four of the “Twenty Tenors” who performed such numbers as Shosholoza and Nessum Dorma, amongst others.  This created a wonderful atmosphere and the proceedings began.

This year our guest speaker was Braam Malherbe, extreme adventurer,                                   who ran the full length of the Great Wall of China with fellow adventurer David Grier.  Other than relaying his experiences of how they survived and accomplished this amazing feat, he delivered a very clear and powerful message about the changing nature of the world and the need for everyone to look after our Earth in order for our children to be able to enjoy it as we have, in the future!

Our major beneficiary for the 2010 ball was The Goedgedacht Farm in Riebeeksrivier Valley, which is an organization which has been “nurturing hope in the future” for the many adults and children of the rural communities in the area for the past 19 years.  Goedgedacht assists this community extensively through its Path out of Poverty (POP) programme, which is funded via outside donors, as well as many internal sustainable initiatives such as its Olive Peace Grove, its conferencing facility and climate change programmes. 

A second beneficiary of the ball was Operation Smile, South Africa, (part of the global organization, Operation Smile), a non-profit organization which provides reconstructive facial surgery for cleft palettes and other facial deformities to children and young adults in South Africa. deformities for children around the globe  

The auction raised R315,370 for which we can again thank Jonathan Schmiedt of Claremont Auctioneers, who has become an institution at our annual balls, and whose services we greatly appreciate.  The money raised was used to purchase a much-needed tractor for the Goedgedacht Farm and paid for surgery for a number of children with facial deformities.

Some of the money was also used to support our ongoing projects, KiDS and our bursary student at UWC, as planned.

Golf Day 2011
The Solstice Golf Days are always fun and memorable occasions and the 24th February 2011 at Mowbray Golf Club was no exception. Initially we were concerned about the small field of 68 golfers, but the generosity and keen spirit of all the 4-balls present reminded us that it’s not about numbers – it’s about the calibre of Solstice supporter!
With generous prize donations from Sunglass Hut, Laser Group, Sportsmans’ Warehouse, Brandhouse, Really Great Brand Company, Peninsula Beverages, Investec Banks and Audi Claremont we were able to hand out more than 10 sets of prizes. Guinness also provided a very welcome 19th hole drinks for all golfers, served on the Golf Club’s veranda.
The first prizes went to the team of Mike Hyne, Andrew Campbell, Len Worthington-Smith and Brian Pyle, with closest to the pin going to Mike Hyne, Craig Tate, Andrew Campbell and Graham MacFarlane. The longest drive was won by Mike Minkley. 

The main prize for the raffle, donated by Mike Elliott, was the Stormers rugby jersey worn by Jacque Fourie and signed by the 2010 Super 14 Stormers team. Burton Wines donated two cases of wine as Runners Up prizes. We managed to raise an impressive R11,300 through raffle ticket sales, and the main prize winner was Allan Hampshire with the Runner Ups, Dick Wood and Mike Fuller. 
For the first time we sold Mulligans in the form of “Friends of Solstice” signings. We received pledges to join Friends of Solstice from 15 golfers, amounting to an annual income of R18 000.
Friends of Solstice aside, we raised a total of R26 900 from 4-ball fees, sponsorships and raffle ticket sales which we have pledged to the Sporting Chance Foundation and the Busy Bees Rugby Club.

Once again Mowbray Golf Club could not have been more welcoming and helpful, and we’d like to extend thanks to the Club for its hospitality. Finally we would like to extend a very warm thanks to Dick Wood for organising the Golf Day with such little fuss and excellent execution, and for his hard work in trying to increase the number of 4-balls sold. We look forward to the prospects of Golf Day 2012.
 “Friends of Solstice”:

The “Friends of Solstice” concept allows individuals to contribute on a monthly basis, to the Foundation.  Anyone who is interested in donating a monthly or annual amount to Solstice and thereby becoming a “Friend of Solstice” can contact any Committee member in this regard.  Although membership has not grown dramatically this year, the annual Golf Day has proven to be a major recruitment event with 15 new “Friends of Solstice” pledging their support in the form of debit orders or an annual amount. The list of “Friends of Solstice” is posted on the website with the individuals' permission. 

FINANCES

Graham Reynolds continues to successfully manage the finances during his 2nd year as the Foundation’s Treasurer. In the year under review, we spent R 614,354 on our various projects. Despite the income generated from the reintroduction of the annual Ball, the increased expenditure this year made it necessary to use accumulated reserves to the extent of R76,028 to service fully our commitments to our beneficiaries.
The Statement of Income and Expenditure and the Balance Sheet can be found overleaf:
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	Income Statement for the period
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 March 2010 to 28 February 2011
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Donations received
	
	
	
	
	154,586
	

	
	Friends of Solstice
	
	
	
	27,150
	

	
	Ad hoc
	
	
	
	127,436
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest earned
	
	
	
	
	41,470
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Net profit from fund raising events
	
	
	
	
	342,270
	

	Ball
	
	
	
	
	315,370
	

	Golf Day
	
	
	
	
	26,900
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	538,326
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Indawo
	
	
	
	
	10,000
	

	KiDS
	
	
	
	
	50,600
	

	Harmony
	
	
	
	
	50,000
	

	Baphumelele
	
	
	
	
	100,000
	

	Holy Cross
	
	
	
	
	110,060
	

	UWC Bursary
	
	
	
	
	62,533
	

	Goedgedacht
	
	
	
	
	150,000
	

	Operation Smile
	
	
	
	
	75,000
	

	Busy Bees
	
	
	
	
	4,682
	

	Bank charges
	
	
	
	
	1,479
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	614,354
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Excess of income over expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	(76,028)
	 

	The Solstice Foundation
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Sheet as at
	

	28 February 2011
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ASSETS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Current Assets
	
	
	
	
	668,191
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receivables
	
	
	
	
	8,000
	

	Investments
	
	
	
	
	260,106
	

	Cash and Bank
	
	
	
	
	400,085
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL ASSETS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	668,191
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	EQUITY
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accumulated Funds brought forward
	
	
	
	
	736,259
	

	Current year surplus (deficit)
	
	
	
	
	(76,028)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LIABILITIES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	
	7,960
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounts payable
	
	
	
	
	7,960
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL RESERVES & LIABILITIES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	668,191
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


FUTURE ACTIVITIES

· Baphumelele – Half-way House

· SERI/COSAT
· 2nd UWC Bursary 
· Solstice Ball – 30th July

CONTACT DETAILS

P O Box 50333, Waterfront, 8002

Telefax: (27) (21) 689 5380

Email: jobell@global.co.za
